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her hand out of Axel's and ran back towards the waterside.
"What's the matter with the child?" asked Sophie.

"She said something about losing her bag. Shall I go back
and help her look for it?"

"No. No! I'll go."

"I believe she's wanting------"

"She can't have everything she wants ... at her age!"
said Sophie, with sudden determination. She shepherded him
up the steps of the porch with the possessive air of a mother
unsure of her child's obedience, and saw him depart smiling
through the shadowy hall. Then, as she turned back to
recapture Emily, she heard the sound of wheels and horse-
hoofs on the drive. She halted on the top of the entrance steps,
to see which of the guests was arriving so early: it would do
Emily no harm to wait.

A smart cabriolet spun into sight and drew up at the
porch. A young lieutenant of the King's Guards jumped out,
and saluted her as she stood above him, with mock solemnity.
There was nothing very military about him except his uniform;
the face, with its heavy jowl and plaintive eyes, was half an
artist's and half a butcher's.

"Welcome to Ljung, Count Ribbing," she said, answering
his salute with a curtsey., "I'm afraid Father and Axel are both
changing for dinner still. You're early."

"And have met you!" he answered, coming close beneath
her. "A very pleasant reward for my over-punctuality."
Ribbing had been in France, and he plumed himself on his
ability to turn neat compliments, as he plumed himself on all
his means for attracting the other sex. "May I ask why you are
courting a cold in the porch at this time of the evening?" he
asked. "Tell me you were going to find a lover in the garden,
and I shall be very happy to supplant him!"

Sophie smiled back at him coquettishly. It was pleasant to
be reminded that one was attractive, that there were others
beside Adolf, and her faithful old Taube, on whom her charms
could still work. It was all the pleasanter, when one remem-
bered that this young officer was betrothed to one of little
Emily's relations, the richest and most beautiful of the De
Geer heiresses.